RESULTS

Subject characteristics
Of the 120 patients studied, only 93 patients were analyzed1' the rest were excluded because of lack of C3, C4, and fibrinogen examination due to hemolysis or insufficient blood specimen. The characteristics of the subjects with complete and incomplete data were similar with respect to age group, nutritional status, degree of the illness, severity of dengue infection, and prognosis, as shown in Table 1 .
Sixty-four (53.3Vo) of patients had shock and 32 (26.67o) had severe dengue infection, i.e., prolonged shock (15 patients), recurrent shock (7), gastrointestinal bleeding of more than 2 days (16), and encephalopathy (6) patients. Death occurred in nine patients.
Endotoxemia
Endotoxemia (defined as serum endotoxin concentration of more than 9.8 pg/ml) occurred in76 (63.3Vo) of patients, 28 (50Vo) of them were from shock group and 48 (75Vo) from non-shock group. Dengue shock syndrome had three times higher risk to develop endotoxemia than the non-shock group (Odds ratio 3.0; 95Vo CI 1.30; 7.00; p value 0.008).
Nutritional status
The proportion of shock in patients with dengue infection having good nutrition was higher than that in 
